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Q:	Could you tell me your name?

A:	My name is Hyacinth Johnson.

Q:	The date today is…?

A:	The 14th of June.

Q:	2016.

A:	’16, yes.  June 2016.

Q:	[Coughs] So if you could tell me a bit about yourself, like sort of where you grew up?

A:	Yeah, well I--, I’m from Jamaica and I came to England 1957 and lived at [Bromells Road in Mustin Road 0:00:28], it’s no longer there now and, I moved up to [Wrenton Road Somerleyton Road 0:00:37].

Q:	Okay.

A:	So that’s during the ’50s and then in the ’60s, I moved away completely to Stockwell, where I got married and had four children.

Q:	Okay.  So what made you decide to come over to the UK?

A:	It was opportunity for my parents.  They were poor and they thought will I have better opportunity if I come here, and learn more things and get more advance and then I’ll be able to go back in three years, and I’m still here 57 years after [both laugh].

Q:	What age were you when you came over?

A:	I was 17.

Q:	Okay.

A:	Yes.

Q:	So you didn’t, erm--, so you’d finished school then?

A:	Yes, just about.  Just after school I came over and got married 1960.

Q:	Okay.

A:	Yes, and had my children.  By that time I was out of Brixton but never far off from Brixton.  Then Clapham, Wandsworth Road, and now back in Clapham.

Q:	So when you--, so you came over with your family and did you manage to get--, did you go and work or…?

A:	Yes, yes.  I did get a job at, erm--, ‘cause I did a little bit of sewing when I left school, so I went into that field and I was working in Fleet Street, in Chancery Lane, and it’s where they do the hoods for the lawyers of the Old Bailey or what have you, and I spent a little while there; then moved on into different areas of work.

Q:	Was it easy to get a job?  Was it straightforward?

A:	It was, yeah, much easier than it is now.  Yeah, we didn’t have to go to all the palaver the children have to go through now.  You go, you’re interviewed and tested and they said okay, start on Monday.

Q:	And you were still living with your--, you were living with your family.

A:	My aunty.

Q:	Okay.

A:	Yes.

Q:	Where--, what house was that in or where was that?

A:	When I came first to Bromell Road, then my aunt accept me here and then they sold that house and moved up to Somerleyton Road.

Q:	Okay, they bought a house in Somerleyton Road.

A:	In [inaudible 0:03:01] I think it was at the time.

Q:	Okay, what number was that, do you remember?

A:	Number 2 Somerleyton Road.  

Q:	Okay.  Erm, what was Somerleyton Road like?  

A:	For me it was very exciting because it was Victorian houses and four storeys high.  Huge garden and the market was just next door for me, so it was easy to get to the market and little shops and all around, that was bright in my eyes.

Q:	What were the people like in the community?

A:	Very mixed, a lot of West Indian.  It was pleasing to my eyes as well, so I was able to, you know, make friends and the West Indian food seemed to me as if it’s just Brixton that had it because all the people from all over the other part of the area, they used to come to Brixton to get their mangoes, sweet potatoes, yams, whatever, bananas which they couldn’t get in other areas.  So it was very buzzing.

Q:	Was it exciting, as you were a young person, to go to Somerleyton Road?  Was it older people or younger people or just…?

A:	Mixture, there was a mixture of people there; not a lot of young people.  They were like my aunty’s age and so on but for entertainment, what they used to have is--, because they had the basement, on weekends they used to make their own little parties because there wasn’t much places we could go.  So yes, it was good.

Q:	Did you go to the parties?

A:	Yes [laughs], rock and roll and whatever, the mash potatoes and things [both laugh].  Yes it was good ‘cause people just opened up their basements and they used to do that, and there was a lot of, erm, what they call--, people going out after. [05:00] Women and men used to interact between Somerleyton Road and Geneva Road, so it was like a bright--, everything takes place around Brixton area.  It was fun, it was good, exciting when you’re young [laughs].

Q:	Erm, were there people who’d been in Somerleyton Road for a long time or were there--, you know, were there families or individuals who’d been there from earlier?

A:	I can remember, erm, there was like a hairdresser, two or--, two hairdressing place, but it was in the house.  It was done in the house.  They just put up the placard in the windows and so you know that was taking place.  There wasn’t a lot of our culture thing going on, so we have to make our own do things, those people that came up and were doing hairdressing at home, start doing it in their house.  Don’t know what happened later on, they had to move out because it wasn’t allowed.

Q:	You said you stayed with your aunty.  When did she come over to Brixton?

A:	Well I came here ’57.  I think they came in the Windrush days.

Q:	Okay.

A:	In ’55 or something.

Q:	And how had they found it?  Did they--, did it…?

A:	It’s like us.  It’s oh well, I’m not going to stay here, it’s too cold, and it was cold [both laugh].  Yes so everybody was thinking oh well, I’ll do this and I can go back after five years, but like I said, I’m still here [laughs].  So as life moves and things changes, everything changes, so here we are still.  I think I’m 57, I must be about--, that time it’s 57 years, isn’t it?

Q:	Yeah.  I mean, how long did you stay on Somerleyton Road?

A:	Only about two years, like I said, and then we--, ‘cause I got married 1960 and had my first child 1960.

Q:	Okay.

A:	[Laughs] So yeah we--, I move away from there to Stockwell area and then to Wandsworth and then up to Clapham North, so I never really leave this area at all.

Q:	And was there a particular reason for not leaving the area or…?

A:	Well not really.  It’s just that I had started having the children ‘cause I have my two girls first, and then two boys.  And then put on the council list and I got my first council house in Wandsworth Road, on the 7th floor, which was very nice [both laugh].  It was better than what we had, so I was very grateful for that, and then we move up to Union Road and from Union Road, I move up to Clapham North, where we get a house and a garden; and we bought it in the Thatcher years.

Q:	Okay.

A:	That’s where we are now and they’re taking us out now, I’m sad to say ‘cause I love my local area.  They’re knocking it down [inaudible 0:08:18] now and going to be whatever they’re building up.

Q:	Yeah, there’s a lot going on with that at the moment, people being displaced.  Erm, what else was I going to ask you about?  So did you--, in the first few houses that you lived around in Brixton, were you always living with your aunty?

A:	Yes, yes.

Q:	Did they move around a lot anyway, was that…?

A:	No because they--, actually in Somerleyton where they bought--, whether it was leasehold or what, but they bought it and in later years, they sold up and went back and came back again.  She died after that, here in England.

Q:	Was there many people buying on Somerleyton Road or buying leasehold flats?

A:	Yes, wherever they could with their black community.  They loved that, Wellington Road, Geneva Road, and Somerleyton Road, yes.

Q:	Okay.  Erm, did that just make things easier for people to own the flat or…?

A:	I guess so.  I was too young to even think about it.  I just wanted somewhere to put my head [laughs].  Yeah, but I guess so because as I said, a lot of people were doing that where they could and so that’s where they started from, I guess.

Q:	What was it like, living with your aunty?

A:	Not very good.

Q:	[Laughs]

A:	No, as you can tell because after two years and then I was off.  Yeah, ‘cause they’re West Indian style and here was different [10:00] and so you could go out more often and they didn’t like it [inaudible 0:10:06].  You know, even though you’re a teenager, they treat you as if you’re a baby, so that didn’t go down too well.  But yeah, we were able to live and visit each other after I moved out, which was quite nice.

Q:	Yeah, sort of generational clashes, which is to be expected.

A:	Yes, very much so.  Very much so.

Q:	And you were saying the market, Brixton market was great.

A:	Buzzing.

Q:	What was that like?

A:	Oh that was buzzing.  People from everywhere, from north London, Peckham, used to come to Brixton to get West Indian food.  If you wanted West Indian food and it wasn’t in Brixton market, then it was nowhere in England [laughs].  Yes, that was very exciting.  You could just go out there and get what you wanted.

Q:	On Somerleyton Road and the roads around it, were there many white neighbours or just sort of…?

A:	Yes, but then as soon--, it was in those times like oh well, they’re not used to us.  So as soon as they could get away, they wouldn’t stay.  They would--, oh up for sale and then some other West Indian person come in and that’s how we built up a strong community of West Indian in that area.

Q:	Did you feel you were very much part of the community?

A:	Community.  At the time, I didn’t even think about that [laughs].  Maybe, yeah.

Q:	I mean, did--, were people going to church?  Were there churches settled or other community spaces or…?

A:	There were no community spaces as such for us, so that is why they used to have their basements, were used for getting together, meeting up with one another during the weekend.  You know, that was their privileged time.  They had jukeboxes and they would have beer or what have you, and they dance the night away or whatever they did then; away from the cinemas.  There were no more entertainment, that I know of anyway, around there.

Q:	And As you lived around these areas, how long did it take before they started to feel like there was community spaces for the West Indian community?

A:	I think that came about in the ’60s, as people got older and the children leave home.  The English people and Irish people sort of [inaudible 0:12:47] in to the seaside.  When I retire, I go to the seaside.  Everybody retired, they’re going to the seaside and so that frees up some of the houses, if you know what I mean.  So our people could get to buy because it was for sale, they’re moving away.

Q:	And I assume you knew lots of people on Somerleyton Road?

A:	Not really.

Q:	Was it just nods or sort of you know that face?

A:	Yeah, I know that face, yeah.  It’s still the same now in Clapham.  I’ve lived here so long now, 1979, I still don’t know a lot of people, you know, in Clapham but you just see the faces.  You say good morning politely, and how are you keeping today, and you move on.

Q:	Do you think that’s a London thing?

A:	It could be, yeah.  It could be, especially if you’re at work all day and you came back and it was dark, you don’t actually see people away from the weekend if they’re not working at the weekend.  So it could have been that London thing, yeah.

Q:	Erm, do you think there was a lot of people moving all the time and that there wasn’t--, because there was new faces coming and going, that there wasn’t the stability to really get to know your neighbour?

A:	No I think it’s a work thing.  You know, you get up early, dark, and you go out to work and you come back, they’re doing what they’re doing and you’re doing.  You don’t see each other.  If you meet at the bus stop or you meet in the market…

Q:	Yeah.  So did you make any good friends on Somerleyton Road or was it just…?

A:	Not really, no.  I can’t remember making friends there.  I go to the hairdresser, they know me, I know them and then to the market and to work [laughs].  So no, we didn’t have any youth thing going on, so to speak.  You know, we just sort of fit in where you could.  As I said, most of your time is taken up running down the buses anyway, to work and from work.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Q:	How long did you work up at Fleet Street doing the sewing? [15:00

A:	That was for about only a year and then I moved on to other things, factories.  I work in, erm, the Old Street, at a polish factory.  They used to make--, probably you’re too young to remember Tuxan Polish.

Q:	Oh yes.

A:	It was an English and a sort of Jewish guy running--, they were very nice men but they moved out of Old Street into the country, so most of the people didn’t get to go with them.  Then I, erm, moved around a bit.  As I said, I did a little bit of dressmaking with some people in [Albury 0:15:46] and then I worked--, my last job was at BT.

Q:	Yeah.

A:	I worked there for 30 years.

Q:	Okay.

A:	And I retired, at the old people’s home.  I did about two years with them.  So yeah, I moved around a lot.

Q:	Just different types of jobs.

A:	Yeah, but it’s interesting.

Q:	Yeah.  How have your family found growing up in London?

A:	Well [both laugh] unfortunately my husband died very young.  He was only 60.  The children, the girls, put together and bought a house in Croydon, their little two bedroom house.  Then they didn’t like to move out of Clapham.  They said, ‘Oh mum, never move from Clapham,’ because they were looking around Clapham area, Battersea and so on, but were unable to meet the needs for how much deposit they wanted, so they had to get on the house ladder, so to speak, and so they decided that they’ll get the on in Croydon; which they still are in Croydon but they’re down here mostly.  If they go to the theatre in the West End and they’re late or whatever, they could come back home, they’re at home [laughs].  They get off the train and they’re at home.  They loved it here in Clapham.  It’s a shame to see the changes that are taking place.  I don’t know, myself, if it’s for the best or not, I really don’t know.

Q:	I’m not sure it’s for the best.

A:	No I don’t think so either.

Q:	Yeah, some big changes going on.

A:	Yeah, it’s just such a shame.

Q:	Is there anything else I can ask you?  Will you ever go back to Jamaica?

A:	I have been back, visiting, but then again they’ve changed.

Q:	Yeah, yeah.

A:	[Laughs] No we find things very--, not as good and nice and loving as when we left it, so again I’m undecided.  I’m thinking hmm, no I couldn’t do that.  Beside as I said, my husband passed away, my son passed away and my family are here.  So it would be sad to go to [inaudible 0:18:09].  I think it will be the wisest thing to do, my children wouldn’t have it.

Q:	Oh there’s something else I thought of.  So when you were at Somerleyton Road, you know, what’s--, or in any of the houses with your aunty, what was your space?  Did you have a bedroom or were you sharing or…?

A:	No.  They didn’t have that space at those times because they would buy the house, or whatever they did then, and it was sublet upstairs and the people that--, they bought the house with sitting tenants, they called it in those days.  So the rooms downstairs was very occupied.  They would occupy one room each, so there wasn’t a room as such.  Erm, we just had to share what we had down--, the space that we had downstairs and also there was an outside loo [both laugh].  Yes, and we had to go to the--, what they call them now?  The bath because there wasn’t a bath in the house, yeah, so we had to go the public bath.

Q:	Where was the public bath down there?

A:	It was somewhere in Camberwell.  So when I was--, when I used to live at Bromwell Road, we used to walk round the back streets and end up there.

Q:	A bit of a walk for a bath.

A:	Yes.  Everybody would get their towels, go down there and have a nice bath.

Q:	So your sort of living space on a daily basis was quite small.

A:	Well minimum, yeah.  Very small space we had.  We’ve come a long way.

Q:	Yeah, as you were saying, if you’re working and shopping and you’re probably just about putting your head down.

A:	Exactly, exactly.

Q:	Okay.  I think that’s it.  Thank you very much.

A:	Oh you’re welcome.

Q:	I’ve been about 20 minutes, that’s not bad.

A:	Hmm.  I thought it would only last about five [both laugh], so I’ve done a lot.

Q:	Thank you for agreeing to do this.  I shall just turn that off.
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